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US Drought Monitor 

D0  Abnormally dry  3-5 years 

D1  Moderate drought 5-10 yrs 

D2  Severe drought  10-20 yrs 

D3  Extreme drought 20-50 yrs 

D4  Exceptional drought 50-100 yrs 

DM Level  Name  Frequency  

Drought classification puts drought in historical perspective 







Last 12-months in Drought Monitor 

• Last year 93% in D3 & D4, this year 29% 

• Currently <1% in D4 (last year 43%) 

• Notice improvement last Sep. & redevelopment over 
this winter 
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Drought Impacts from NIDIS 

In 2014 
 
54 reports 
 
15 related to 
agriculture 



Dust Impacts 

4:58pm 5:18pm 

May 22, 2014 



Year to Date Precipitation 



June Precipitation 



Last 12 Months (June 2013 – May 2014)   
NM Precipitation Rank (70th driest: +0.13” !!!) 

July & September 2013 combined for 55% of this 12 month period 



24 Month (June 2012 – May 2014)   
NM Precipitation Rank (9th driest: -6.08”) 



36 Month (June 2011 – May 2014)  
NM Precipitation Rank (6th driest  -9.20”) 

48 month: 5th driest…60 month: 7th driest 





Rio Grande Basin Snow Observations 

Highlighted line is this year Median 



Elephant Butte as of 7/1/13 
Current Storage    223,500 acre-ft 
Capacity  2,195,000 acre-ft 
Storage on 7/8/13             60,327 acre-ft 

Photo from June 10, 2014 

Currently 10% of capacity 



Albuquerque Sunport – Water Year 2014 
Precipitation 

• Water Year 48% of average 

actual 

Current water year at 2.58” compared to 0.94” last year 



ABQ airport – accumulation of last 5 yrs 
• Oct 2009 to June 2014 

• 11.78” precipitation deficit over this period 



3 Month Loop of Weekly SSTs/Anomallies 



Seasonal Forecast 
El Nino conditions likely starting this summer, continue thru winter 

http://iri.columbia.edu/our-expertise/climate/forecasts/enso/ 



Last Year: Seasonal Forecast 
Neutral ENSO conditions continued through 2013 and into 2014 

http://iri.columbia.edu/climate/ENSO/currentinfo/figure3.html 



Summer Precipitation Outlook 

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/ 



 Winter Precipitation Outlook 

http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions//multi_season/13_seasonal_outlooks/color/churchill.php 



http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/ 



But Look Back at 1997-1998 Strong El Nino 
(October 1997–May 1998 Snowfall vs normal) 

Courtesy Chuck Jones, National Weather Service, Albuquerque 
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